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SOLID WASTE TO ENERGY RECYCLING FACILITY PROJECT, MADDINGTON 
343. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 

Heritage: 
I refer to the cancelled proposal to establish a cutting-edge solid waste to energy recycling facility at 
Maddington.  The project would have been subject to the highest level of Environmental Protection Authority 
assessment through an environmental review at that location. 
(1) Is the minister confident that the EPA has the independence and technical competence to properly 

assess the suitability of proposed projects such as the solid waste to energy recycling facility project; 
and, if so, why did the Government withdraw its support for the project before the high-level 
assessment had been completed? 

(2) If an alternative site is identified for the SWERF, will the minister support whatever level of assessment 
is given to it by the EPA and will the minister oppose any attempt by her Government to subvert the 
project and hence the assessment process, as happened with the Maddington SWERF proposal? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
(1) The minister is confident that the EPA has the independence and access to all appropriate technical 

advice to properly assess the SWERF project.  The Government has asked the Waste Management 
Board to advise on some strategic aspects of secondary waste treatment plants and the proponent has 
advised that it will place the environmental review on hold until the State Government reviews the 
long-term arrangements for the management of waste in this State. 

(2) If an alternative site is identified for the SWERF, the project would be treated as a new proposal and the 
normal procedures required under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 would apply.  That means the 
proponent would be required to undergo a formal assessment process by the EPA.  The minister would 
make the decision on the level of assessment set by the EPA, should there be any appeals, and also on 
the EPA’s report and recommendations. 

 


